
 

Dear CUF, 
A house of worship is a place of meeting and encounter for people 
on their spiritual journeys. If folks aren’t on a journey to start with, 
well, then the place they meet is pretty boring. Thankfully, that’s not 
the case at CUF! Authenticity, curiosity, integrity, and a mix of 
theology help us live into what it is to “be church” in the 21st century. 
Last year a combined large group of people joined CUF – 20 people 
– for the same reasons that their forebears have loved CUF in the 
past. Because this is a place of Spirit and love, and because you 
don’t have to conform to belong here. People join for a variety of 
reasons: a sense of community, because they love our flavor, some 
approach faith through activism and participating in healing divides, 
people join because it's a place to give of oneself with joy, and 
sometimes people just need a companion on their journey. 
Sometimes individuals want to join CUF who are not Christian. Can 
you do that? YES! Other individuals ask at CUF to be baptized. Do 
we do that? YES! Can you keep connections to different faith 
communities while a member? YES!  
Admittedly, church means something different to each one involved, 
but that’s always been the case. Each person seeks something 
different in understanding, practice, and community. Pilgrimage. 
Foundation. Revolution. Following Jesus. Following conscience. 
Outgrowing dogma. Offering care to others. Receiving blessing.  
Now the congregation’s challenge as a community is to live into the 
joy of that promise. Not expecting one person to be like another, nor 
expecting one person to be the same day-to-day, or year-to-year. 
You can be mystical one day and rational the next day. Religious and 
agnostic on the very same day! Devout and iconoclastic in the same 
lifetime.  
Each of us on a journey gets to change and grow, sometimes hearing 
something new – and sometimes hearing something old in a new 
way.  
These values did not start with us as CUF’s ministers, and will not 
end with us either. 
In a spiritual sense, “meeting” and “encounter” between people are 
clues to meeting and encounter with the divine. This happens in-
person on Sunday, increasingly now that attendance is up after 
Covid. It happens beyond Sunday as well. CUF is book group and 
knitters, caring visits and brewpub discussions, interfaith activism 
and life rituals. Wherever our journeys intersect to intentionally 
connect us as we “search for the divine,” there is the community of 
faith. 
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Around the CUF Community 
by Steffi E. 
                   

Spring is coming! 
The snowdrops in my garden are peeking through 
the new snow. It can’t be long now. Hang in there! 

 

The results are in for Orono’s municipal 
election. Write-in Sarah Marx tallied the most 

votes in the town council race with 432! 
Congratulations Sarah! 

Update from the Zoom Worship 
Technology Team 

 

Our dependable Tech Guru, Thomas Griffith, is 
mentoring our two new Tech Gurus, Andrew Hayden 
and David Kim, both Orono High School students. 
Andrew and David will share the Tech desk and we 
are fortunate to have them.  
Good luck to Thomas as he will now have more time 
for his graduate studies and teaching!  

Welcome Andrew and David! 
 

Blast from the Past 
CUF around 1909! 

(Postcard from Barbara Turner) 

 

 
 
 

 
Thank you! 

To all the wonderful helpers who made the 
Annual Meeting Soup and Dessert Luncheon 
such a success! We had so many yummy soups 
and baked goods that I am very tempted to start 
a CUF cookbook. If you want to send me your 
soup or dessert recipe this could actually happen! 

Thank you!  
To all who sent in their VIP survey! 

If you forgot – I still happily accept them at the 
office. If you filled out a survey last year and forgot 
to fill one out this year – we will use last year’s 
survey for you. 

Thank you! 
To Sammee Quong for her  
Sacred Dance last Sunday! 

Sonja beautifully read the words from 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, while Sammee made the 

reading come alive with such grace. 
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Religious Education at CUF 

Sunday School and Nursery Update! 
 

Many thanks to CUF’s volunteer teachers and leaders in our Religious Education program! In the 
next few months we are experimenting with a new kind of curriculum for CUF – a model that includes 
various stations from week to week. These stations include cooking, science, art, spiritual practices, 
drama, storytelling, art, and more! Our first rotation utilizes the story “Jesus Calls Helpers” and each 
teacher tells the story through a unique lens with activities that engage and reinforce key themes. 
We’ve even had some of the older nursery age kids joining in the fun! 
 

The nursery continues to be busy and our Sunday School is slowly re-building! We can also use 
extra adults to volunteer as ‘helpers’ in the classrooms and there are a few teacher slots available 
through May. Talk to Pastor Mariah if you’re interested in helping in our Sunday School program! 

CUF is looking for its next Director of Religious Education!  
This is a fantastic part time opportunity to guide and nurture the children and intergenerational 

ministries at CUF. For more information, contact Mariah Hayden or the church office. 
 

 

YAWP Update! 
YAWPers gathered last week for movie night, dressing up in costume and watching the 1973 movie 
musical Godspell! Stay tuned for a performance of selections from Godspell in church on May 14! 

 
 

 



 

 4 

From the Deacons 
As you may or may not know, the work of the Deacons is done by teams, each led by a deacon. The 

current teams include worship, social justice, adult education, spiritual formation, and welcoming and 

fellowship.  If you are interested in joining one of these teams, please contact Connie Carter, Ed 

Brazee, or the church office.  If you aren't ready to commit to being on a team, please know that all 

meetings are open to anyone in the CUF family.  We'd love to know if you have an idea about worship 

or any of the programming at CUF.  Meeting dates will be posted in the Friday Digest and in CUF 

Connections. All are welcome and our church will be stronger and more vibrant if you share your 

ideas!  
 

Coming Up! 
Sunday, March 26 

Pysanki Workshop with Annie Homola  
in the Vestry after worship. 

   Pysanky is the art of decorating Easter eggs  
in the beautiful traditional Ukrainian style. 

Participants should bring 1 or 2 raw white eggs. 
Please note: the process involves hot wax and an open flame, so is not suitable  

for young children. We will have a kid-friendly table - where children can color hardboiled  
eggs with markers and crayons. 

Please Mark Your Calendars! 
Sunday, April 2 

Mystery Friends Reveal Party 
Sunday, May 14  

Worship service will include songs from the Musical Godspell – performed by YAWP! 
Sunday, June 4 

Flower Communion 
Sunday, June 18 

The Blessing of the Animals 
 

 

Easter Lilies 
    If you wish to purchase a lily this Easter in memory, honor, or celebration of 

someone, please let the church office know by Monday, March 27th. 

   The lilies are $17.00 and will be placed around the altar on Easter Sunday. 

Please also indicate if you would like to pick up your lily after Easter worship - 

or if you want your lily to be given to one of our homebound church members. 
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Palm Sunday, April 2 
10:00 am Worship Service, 

Sanctuary and on Zoom 
 

Good Friday , April 7 
5:30 pm Tenebrae Service 

In the Gathering Place 
Communion Meal With Simple Songs 

Chris Reinig, Sylvia and Jack Moose, and Shelley Gilman assisting. 
Please RSVP the CUF office if you would like to attend. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 9 

6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service, 
Penobscot Valley Country Club  

366 Main Street (outdoors) 
Afterwards, warm up with coffee, muffins  

and bagels in the Gathering Place. 
Then return for our fabulous  

10:00 am Easter Worship Service 
in the Sanctuary (and on Zoom). 

Don’t miss the congregational singing of the Hallelujah Chorus! 
 

Please stay for refreshments and conversation afterwards! 
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Adult Education Update 
Dr. Judy Walker is organizing CUF’s #11:30 Presentations this Spring. 
Please save the dates for the following interesting presentations 

on Sunday, April 16 and Sunday, April 23. 
 

 
                       April 23 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Friday Bible Class Continues - New people welcome! 
Reading the Bible with the Poor Peoples Campaign 

Series III with Pastor Malcolm  
Online: Fridays @ noon:  Zoom link 

 

Last September, half a dozen CUF people began reading Genesis and Exodus, guided by the 
book We Cry Justice. Every other Friday in February and March we gather for discussion at noon. 
 

Classes with Pastor Malcolm are summarized at: 
https://malcolmhimschoot.podia.com/series-reading-the-bible-in-context-with-the-poor-peoples-

campaign.  
Rev. William Barber says in the foreword to We Cry Justice: “I was taught that the Bible was the one 
book especially kept from the enslaved person and deliberately misinterpreted by the slave master.  
And so we were encouraged and pushed to read it.” 

 
March 17 & March 31 

Talk to Pastor Malcolm, get the book “We Cry Justice” here, and attend! 
 
 

CUF #11:30 PRESENTATIONS 
April Series 

 
 
 
APRIL 16 Dr. John Jemison, a University of Maine, 
Cooperative Extension Professor of Soil and Water 
Quality, will give a presentation on the Orono Community 
Garden project. Dr. Jemison will discuss how he teaches 
volunteers to grow food along with the impact of local 
food systems on communities to offset food insecurity.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Do you have questions about gifts in wills or would you like to learn more about ways to 
make a charitable legacy gift? If so, please plan to attend the #11:30 session on April 23.  
 

 
 

             

            
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
    

 

 

Save the Date: Sunday, April 23 
In the MacKenzie Room after Worship 

 

Olivia Mills, Esq., from Griffin & Jordan, Attorneys at Law in Orono 
will be here to discuss the many ways of giving and answer your 
questions.   
 

  
Courtesy of the CUF Finance 

Vision Committee 
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CUF Social Justice Team Update 

 

If you are interested in joining the CUF Pride planning team  
contact Kathy Barry at 

kkbarry.mamagiraffe@gmail.com 
Everyone is welcome to attend!! 

 

Faith Linking in Action (FLIA) 
On Sunday, February 19, Peg Olson spoke to our congregation about Faith Linking in Action – CUF’s 
February benevolence. FLIA is a diverse alliance of Bangor area faith communities working together 
to address issues of poverty and injustice since 2012. They are seeking more members to represent 
various faith communities in the area. Kathy Barry has recently joined this organization, but they can 
always use more members. Please check their website: www.faithlinkinginaction.org or contact 
them at: Faith Linking in Action c/o St. Patrick's Episcopal Church, 21 Holyoke Street Brewer, ME 
04412. Feel free to talk to Kathy Barry to find out more about this very important organization. 

CUF’s February benevolence giving for FLIA came to $650! Thank you. 
 

 
 

CUF Book Group  
 

If you enjoy reading new books and discussing them with others - 
the CUF Book Group may be just the right group for you! 

CUF’s Book Group has about a dozen participants who meet in person or via Zoom on the 
first Monday of each month (Oct-June) at 6:00 pm to discuss the month’s book. 

Discussions are sometimes serious, sometimes lighthearted, and always lively and entertaining. 
The fun is in sharing and listening to diverse viewpoints and opinions. 

We always welcome new participants. How about joining in on the fun? 
It's simple to join: Just call or email 

David Griffin (866-3689/drgriffin8@me.com) or Steffi (866-3655/cufoffice@icloud.com) 
to receive regular Book Group updates and Zoom meeting details. 

 

Here are the remaining books for this reading season: 
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Pub Theology 
Thursday, March 23 at 7:00 pm  
Location: Family Dog in Orono.  

Discussion topic: 
The idea of reparations by churches. 

 

 
 

     Support Our Church- 
Buy a Hannaford Card! 

We continue to offer $100 Hannaford Gift 
cards for purchase at the church office. CUF 
gets $5.00 for each card we sell.  
You can buy your groceries or pay for 
prescriptions with the card at Hannaford. 
The Hannaford grocery gift cards work just like 
cash. Your purchase total will be deducted 
from the card balance. The remaining card 
balance will print on your sales receipt. You 
can use any funds remaining on your card the 
next time you shop. This is a win-win program 
offered by Hannaford in support of non-profits. 
 

 
Have you lost your spouse or partner  

and are still grieving? 💔 
GRIEFSHARE 

is a community support group that meets 
regularly at the Methodist church in Old Town. 

They will have a special program on  
Friday, April 7 called “Loss of a Spouse”.  
If you have questions or would like to attend 

call the facilitator, Sue Gauthier 
at 207-827-3649 or email 

suzannefgauthier@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Bible Study 
Tuesdays 3:30 pm on Zoom. 

 

email Barbara Turner  
bjt12151951@gmail.com 
to join for the first time. 

 

 
 

CUF Knitting Group 
Meets every second Tuesday 

5:00 to 6:00 pm on Zoom 
Next meeting: March 18 

Everyone welcome! 
We knit and chat and always have a good time! 

Come join us - even if you don’t knit! 
We are starting a new project! 

We will knit or crochet colorful hearts❤ 
 for our Pride Committee  

(to give away at their Pride booth later this year). 
e-mail Steffi cufoffice@icloud.com  

for Zoom link 
 

 

Monday Book Group 
April 3 at 6:00 pm 

In the Gathering Place and on Zoom  
Book Discussion 

The Orphan’s Master’s Son 
by Adam Johnson 

email David Griffin  
drgriffin8@me.com  

to join for the first time. 
 

 
 

Please support our YAWPers  
by dropping off  

your bottles and cans at  
Burby and Bates redemption  

center in Orono  
Just tell the attendant you would like to 

donate your empties to “YAWP”. 
 

 
 

😊Please Note😊 
The Orono Police Department is now 

enforcing the parking rules outside CUF. 
 If you park on Juniper Street, please stay  

25 ft away from the intersection  
with Main Street.  

If you park on Main Street,  
please park before - not behind the sign that 

says  
“No Parking Here to Corner”.
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Come support the RSU 26 show choirs at the upcoming  
Show Choir Extravaganza  

Wednesday, March 22nd at 6 pm in the OPAC! 
CUF youth involved include Madeleine Hayden, Rose Sunderland McKay,  

Emily Cousineau and Ruby Beane. 

 
 

Sunday, April 2nd it is time for the “Big Reveal”! 

 
 
 



 

 10 

Earthquake Relief Donations Collected at CUF! 
UMaine students, Maher Alsamsam and Adam Elkadi, are organizing a medical supply drive to 
support aid efforts for those impacted by the earthquakes in Syria and Turkey.  

Please consider donating items from the list below and placing them in the collection bin 
outside the church office before Friday, March 24th. Donations can be made via Venmo to 
@Turkey-Syria-Relief.   If you have any questions, please reach out to:  

Dominique DiSpirito via email dominique.dispirito@gmail.com or phone 401-548-0526. 

 
 

 
In case you missed the earlier broadcast of “Truthtellers”- 

Here are some re-broadcast dates! 
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Mark your calendars! 
True North Theater’s newest piece sounds fabulous 

Did you know that they rehearse in the CUF Vestry? 
 

 


