
               Ministers’ Letter... 
 

Looking Ahead to 
Summer Chapel 

 
 

  Dear CUF, 
 
 The beautiful unfurling of May has 
begun. All these shiny surprising things 

emerging from the scraggly sticks we’ve been staring at for months. 
Colorful blossoms, unmistakable buds, and the promise of leaves. 
Nothing about the process can be hurried. There is no haste, no 
impatience, that can bring the trees faster to full bloom. 
 
Allegorical meaning? O, how we long to be together gathered again 
at the church! And, how complicated and beautiful is the unfurling to 
get there. 
 
While Maine aims for herd immunity through a continuing Covid 
vaccination campaign, while all generations are not yet cleared to 
gather indoors together, and while work is being done on the church 
building to prepare for re-entry with new technology and other needs, 
we glimpse another type of opportunity emerging this summer: 
“Roving Summer Chapel.” 
 
Beginning June 20, your ministers are prepared to go hither and yon 
with our computers, ready to transmit faith-and-hope-and-love 
wherever people with a wifi signal will host us for worship. Up to 10 
Sundays are available to experiment and visit different people’s 
places. Please let us know if you are interested, whether we might 
consider your location on a particular Sunday. Do you have a patio, 
park, yard or room in/near your home or camp where you would like 
to try this? Are you interested in hosting CUF for live worship? Let us 
hear from you! Like roving camels (but different!) we can take church 
to you. And together we can bring the whole congregation to a very 
unique chapel via Zoom.  
 
We often joke about the realities of 2021 being so foreign to ministry. 
True, Jesus may not have had his own iPad back in the day. But in 
reality, he had to leave the building a lot, and he went to people’s 
homes a lot, and he did preach from a boat, and from the beach, and 
he did teach while walking down the road. Literally. And his followers 
- whom he sent out - learned the same practice, going to be with and 
for each other, congregating in upper rooms and sitting in open 
windows.  
 
Community makes all things possible, and our guiding Spirit is 
nothing if not providential. We look forward to another season of 
beauty developing in surprising ways through tough conditions. 
 
With you on the journey, 
Malcolm and Mariah 
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Around the CUF Community… 
 

 

 
 

On Sunday, April 25, Rev. Malcolm and Rev. 
Mariah blessed the bounty of Prayer Shawls 
created over the last winter by our Prayer Shawl 
Knitting Group. The knitters will rest their needles 
over the summer and start meeting again in the 
fall. Thanks to all of them for their beautiful work! 

 

 
 

Thank you 
Shelly Gilman, David Griffin, Ed Brazee, Connie 

Carter, Emily Hasbrouck 
for delivering Easter lilies to home-bound 

CUFers. 
 

 
 

A warm welcome to our new CUF members 
who joined on Easter Sunday! 

Abby and Ed Jernigan 
Kate, Jernigan, Sam Jernigan 

Rob and Tricia True 
Matt and Rachel Fowler 
Ivy Fowler, Tera Fowler 

 
 
 

Beverly Antonitis 
celebrated her 95th Birthday on May 1st. 

Birthday cards can be mailed to: 
Beverly Antonitis  

45 Peters Street, Orono, ME 04473 

Happy birthday Beverly!  
 

 

 
 

 
Nancy Leavitt has perennial plants to  

         share from her garden. 
          Please e-mail her to receive  

    a list of available plants. 
     nancy@nancyleavitt.com 

Thank you Nancy! 
 

 
 

Susan Heath sent this lovely note to CUF: 
 

“Dear Church family, 
I want to thank you for your abundance of 
kindness and spirituality. The energy of this 
church is boundless with support. I thank you for 
the Easter lily which I feel is a symbol for the 
renewal in all of our lives. The prayer shawl, 
cards, flowers, food, and Sunday services have 
indeed been the many reasons for my excellent 
recovery. Each day I feel healthier and stronger.  
Love, Susan Heath” 
 
 

 

 
 

Thank you to Alma Homola, 
who recently shared the beautiful flowers from 
her garden with CUF’ers who needed a little 

burst of color in their lives! 
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CUF People Power! 
Updated CUF Leadership List 

 
 

Board of Trustees 
 

Staff Congregation Relations 
Rachel Dobbs, President, 2021 Irene von Hoffmann (Trustees), Chair, 2023 

TBD President-Elect Deacon Rep (TBD) 
*Brenda Stevenson, 2023 Ginny Gallant, 2021 

*Kevin Ritchie, 2023 John McCormack, 2023 
*Brett Ellis, 2023 Sue Sullivan, 2023 

Irene von Hoffmann, 2023 Rev Malcolm Himschoot/ 
Rev. Mariah Hayden, ex officio 

John McCormack, 2023 Property Committee 
Brenda Stevenson, 2023 John McCormack, Chair 
Alyssa Urquhart, 2021 Randy Adkins 
Sonja Birthisel, 2022 Bob Gallant 

Judy Whitney, Clerk, 2021 *Jeff Stevenson 
Kathy Barry, Treasurer 2021 - final term Nancy Hall 

Board of Deacons  Nominations Committee 
Tricia Griffith, Chair, 2022 Ed Brazee, Deacons 

Emily Hasbrouck, Chair-Elect, 2022 Emily Hasbrouck, Deacons 
*Emily Taylor, 2023 Mariah Hayden, ex officio 
*Jim Artesani, 2023 Rachel Dobbs, Trustees 
*Sandy Caron, 2023 Sonja Birthisel, Trustees 
*Matt Powers, 2023 Shelley Gilman, Member-at-large 

*Stephen Cousineau, 2023  
Judy Walker, 2022 Usher - Tricia Griffith 

Mary Lee McIntosh, 2022  
Connie Carter, 2021  

Ed Brazee, 2021 
 

* New members 

 
 

Deacons Teams and Point Persons for each team: 
Welcoming and Fellowship: Ed Brazee and Jim Artesani, Co-chairs 

Worship/Celebrations/Sacrament: Connie Carter, Chair 
Social Justice/Action: Emily Hasbrouck and Sandy Caron, Co-chairs 

Spiritual Growth Adult: Tricia Griffith, Chair 
Spiritual Growth Children and Youth: Stephen Cousineau, Chair 

 
 
 

News from our Children and Youth Programs: 
 
YAWP has been meeting weekly over Zoom all spring. Under our 
theme of "Building the Kingdom" we've been learning about issues 

of tribal sovereignty, allyship to indigenous neighbors, and how these topics intersect with 
environmental protection. We are hoping to share some of what we have learned in an upcoming 
worship service – on May 30th! YAWP also enjoyed some just-for-fun outdoor gatherings, including 
a sledding event and skating party! 
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The Elementary Class has continued to explore Buddhist stories for the last several months - in 
particular ones that touch on the idea of Heaven or True Peace or True Happiness.  We have enjoyed 
the humor to be found in many of these stories, as well as some of the similarities to be found 
between these stories and the stories Jesus told about the Kingdom of Heaven.  We have had a 
great time with art projects, songs and games along the way, and enjoyed a wide range of meditation 
activities from our "Mindfulness in a Jar" kit.   
We really enjoyed playing our Boomwhackers for many of you on Easter and are very much looking 
forward to the upcoming Mystery Friends Party! 
 

 

Moe’s BBQ Picnic: Saturday May 22nd, 12 to 1 pm behind the Orono Library 
(see order and pricing details on next page) 

 
Mystery Friends Party: Saturday May 22nd, 1 pm behind the Orono Library 

(after BBQ Picnic) 
 

Got any guesses who you've been writing to yet?  
Only a few weeks until the Mystery will be revealed! 

 

If you want some inspiration for your final weeks of writing,  
Rev. Malcolm's last two suggested words are: 

 
SURE – May 9 

SPIRIT – May 16 
 

In case of bad weather, the Mystery Friends Party will be moved to Sunday May 23rd at 1pm 
behind the Public Library.  Check your email on Friday night the 21st and first thing Saturday morning 
just to be sure. 
 

If you are not able to make the party on Saturday the 22nd for any reason, please let me know as 
soon as possible and I will help you make an alternative plan for how to meet your Mystery Friend. 
 

Looking forward to the fun of it all! 
Sarah 

 
 

The Choir Lives!! 
 
The choir has met twice virtually with an opportunity to catch up and also to hear about some 
important "singing techniques" from Fran.  On May 19, the choir will meet outside behind the library 
in person to catch up and to hopefully hum a few bars of music as Laura strums her guitar.   
There is hope for singing again! 

Summer Music!  
 
If you have always wanted an opportunity to share your musical talent with your CUF family, now is 
your moment.  We hope to have special music selections each Sunday during Summer Chapel -- 
that makes 10 Sundays!  We are happy that the CUF Bell Choir, Kathy Bourgoin, and Jacob 
LaMontagne will share their musical talents during the Sundays in June.   Depending on the Sunday, 
you may perform from your home, from church, or from the chapel location. Please contact Connie 
Carter conniecarter21@gmail.com to volunteer.   
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CUF Annual Picnic Saturday, May 22nd, 2021 
 

Moe's Original BBQ caters the BBQ Picnic once again 
thanks to the generosity of Emily and Dewey Hasbrouck!  

 
All proceeds from the picnic will go to The Poor People's Campaign 

(chosen by the Deacons' Social Justice Team) 
 

The BBQ Menu: 
Pulled Pork, Smoked Turkey, Tofu, Cornbread, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, and 

Cucumber/Watermelon Salad 
 

Please pre- order by Tuesday, May 18th, 2021 
 

To pre-order contact Ed Brazee by email, text, phone, or carrier pigeon: 
• 207-576-8401 (text or phone) or  edbrazee@gmail.com 

Please specify at pre-order the type of meat you want — pulled pork, smoked turkey, some of 
each, or tofu AND which two side dishes you would like — baked beans, cole slaw, 

cucumber/watermelon salad. 
 

Individual dinner $10, Family tickets $30 
Please bring cash or check - payable to CUF when you pick up your meal(s) on May 22nd. 

 

Meal pick-up on May 22nd 
Drive-up in front of the church and we'll bring meal(s) to you and collect your money. 

 

Last names beginning with A - H  pick-up from noon to 12:20 pm 
Last names beginning with I - Z  pick up from 12:25 - 12:45 pm 

 
What about the weather?? 

• The Moe's BBQ picnic will occur rain or shine.  
If it does rain you may pick up your Moe's orders at CUF to take home. 

 
If the weather is favorable, you are invited to walk (or drive) down to the Orono Library to join 

others. Drinks and a special cake will be served. Stay to witness or participate in the 
Mystery Friends Reveal Party starting at 1 pm.  

If you are not involved in Mystery Friends please join us for cake and fellowship anyway! 
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Opportunities to get engaged in Social Action 
 
 

CUF member, Kathryn Bourgoin, MD, informed us that Maine Healthcare Action  
needs to gather 80,000 signatures on petitions for Universal Healthcare in Maine this year. 

Here is a link with more information https://www.mainehealthcareaction.org/ 
If you are interested in volunteering to collect signatures in your town of residence,  

contact abbie.ryder@mainehealthcareaction.org 
There is also a healthcare bill in the Maine legislature. Contact your legislators if you want to let 

them know you support LD 1045-Universal Healthcare in Maine. 
 

 
Support the Recognition of Sovereignty for the Wabanaki Tribes 

 

Statement from the Wabanaki Alliance on 
 

“An Act To Implement the Recommendation of the Task Force on Changes to the Maine 
Indian Claims Settlement Implementing Act” 

 
LD 1626 sponsor Rep. Rachel Talbot Ross testified May 4th on the bill. The bill will be carried 

over for the 2nd session of the 130th legislature.  
There will be a public hearing next session on the legislation so there will be ample opportunity 

for those who have not submitted testimony, written or verbally, to testify. All written testimony 
submitted WILL be part of the record and carried over into the next session. 

The support has been tremendous and is greatly appreciated. As of 4:30 pm on May 3rd, there 
were 147 people who submitted testimony in favor of tribal sovereignty with just four in opposition. 
With this type of support, we will be successful as long as we keep organizing and using our voices 
for fairness, justice, and equity. Change comes when we’re moving forward together.  

We have formed a coalition that we are so very proud of and thankful for. We know that the 
support and advocacy have already shifted the narrative around amending the Settlement Act and 
restoring sovereignty. The dedication and vision of tribal leaders, tribal citizens, allies, neighbors, 
friends, and countless organizations is something we are deeply appreciative of and it keeps us 
optimistic for the future. 

This is a time to celebrate the movement we’ve all built and will continue to build.  
Indigenous people stand on the shoulders of our ancestors who were silenced and oppressed in our 
homeland. We all honor their powerful legacy of stewardship, self-determination, diplomacy, and 
being connected to the land and one another. We will be ancestors someday and we are showing 
our descendants how we keep our values and life ways strong. By supporting the Wabanaki Nations 
you are honoring the resilience that has sustained our people. You are part of our journey to healing.  

Tribal leadership and allies look forward to gathering more momentum for the legislation prior 
to the next session. The clear and sacred message that we are sending will echo through history: 
tribal sovereignty needs to be recognized for the Wabanaki Tribal Nations and it is beneficial for all 
of Maine.   We are excited to see how we can make history, together.  

Keep in touch at www.WabanakiAlliance.com 
Kci Woliwoni, 
Maulian Dana 

Penobscot Nation Tribal Ambassador , Wabanaki Alliance President 



 

 7 

 
 

Dear CUF Family, 
 

With gratitude for your love and support, I share a brief recount of my trip to Line 3. There is so much 
more to say, and I look forward to sharing further details and learnings with you soon. 
 

As an eyewitness, I can tell you that the Line 3 pipeline is, right now, being constructed at breakneck 
speed across 300 miles of Anishinaabe treaty territory in Northern MN. It represents Canadian 
energy giant Enbridge’s last-ditch attempt to cash in on the tar sands oil fields of Alberta before the 
world gets serious about climate change. The pipeline route cuts across sacred wild rice fields that 
have been cultivated by Anishinaabe people for millennia. It also crosses the headwaters of the 
Mississippi River. These are the stakes, if Line 3 leaks. And pipelines usually leak.  
 

On March 25th, I was among seven people arrested at a worksite in Gowan, MN. I spent several 
chilly hours locked to a bulldozer, before being taken to the county jail in Duluth, strip searched, and 
held in a fishbowl for a day that felt like an eon. The purpose of this action was simply to delay 
pipeline construction: to buy more time for lawsuits to run their course, for people to get vaccinated, 
and winter to end, so that we stand a chance of launching the kind of large-scale mobilization that 
will draw sustained national attention, forcing the Biden administration to cancel the project.  
 

While in MN, two of my friends contracted COVID-19. Fortunately, we caught these cases early and 
do not appear to have spread the virus to anyone else in the resistance camp nor jail. Nonetheless, 
figuring out how to safely isolate and take care of one another through the ensuing weeks of sickness 
and quarantine, when we were far from home and scared, was hard. I am so grateful to the CUF 
community for your prayers and support in navigating this crisis and helping us all get home safely.  
 

I remain deeply humbled by the recognition that this brutally intense month for me was just a tiny 
blip in a long, long, long fight for treaty rights and climate justice that Indigenous organizers on the 
ground have been living for years. I am glad we went to Line 3. I am planning to go back this summer. 
 

You can learn more about Line 3 at stopline3.org, and support frontline activists by donating to Camp 
Migizi, Giniw Collective, and the Minnesota Freedom Fund.  
 

Solidarity forever,  
Sonja 
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The U.S. Senate just passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, legislation introduced by Senators 
Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Mazie Hirono (D-Hawai’i) that aims to confront the sharp increase of 
hate crimes aimed at Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPIs) during the coronavirus 
pandemic. In addition to the legislation passed today by the Senate, Senator King has also 
cosponsored a Senate resolution that condemns all forms of anti-Asian sentiment, racism and 
discrimination. CUF’s Sammee Quong will talk about the Anti-Asian Hate Crimes Bill during worship 
on May 16. 
 

 
 

Easter at CUF was a joyful celebration! Thank you to all who participated! 
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Monday Book Group on Zoom 

 
All Welcome! 

 

    June 7 at 7:00 pm 
    Braiding Sweetgrass 

   by Robin Wall Kimmerer 
To join email David Griffin and he will send 

you the zoom link. 
 

 
 

Hannaford Grocery Cards  
have come in!  

 

Please call the CUF office at 866-3655  
to order! 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Don’t know much about the CUF Connection 
Facebook page? If you are on Facebook and would 
like to join this group that just allows CUFers to 
connect—here is the link 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/634128994088259  

Erin Ellis will approve your request  
to join the group. 

 

 

 
CUF Social Justice Team  

Diaper Drive 
(Benefits the Good Samaritan Agency, Bangor) 
Diapers can be dropped off in a bin located  

at the CUF Sanctuary entrance  
through Mothers’ Day, Sunday, May 9. 

 

 

Elizabeth Smith,  Girl Scout Cadette with 
Troop #2367, says thank you for all the 
wonderful support you provided.  
Elizabeth has been working on her Silver 
Award Project--to provide help for the 
homeless by making at least 25 bags of toiletry 
and first aid items to distribute through the 
Bangor Area Homeless Shelter. 
“I have received many supplies and also some 
generous cash donations.  I will now be able to 
exceed my original goal of 25 bags and 
probably make a minimum of 40-50 bags.  
With the wonderful help the church provided, I 
will now be able to help more people than I had 
even hoped to. 
My project continues now at my school, James 
F. Doughty School, and in my neighborhood.  I 
will continue to keep you updated on my 
progress and then my final result when I 
complete my project.   
Thank you all so much for your help!“ 
 
 

 

The CUF Backpack Program is a 
big morale booster at Orono Middle 
School! Cathy Marquez reports that 
we reached 10 families this year 

and helped feed 21 children. Our wonderful 
volunteers, who are so appreciated, also 
delivered fresh fruit...apples, bananas and 
mandarin oranges which were a big hit. CUF 
spent a total of $1,129 since September 2020 
on Backpack Program food shopping. Many 
thanks to all the financial donors and volunteer 
helpers who make this program possible! 
 

 

Another Girl Scout Silver Award  
Project happening at CUF! 

Carly Climo will build a small food pantry 
outside of CUF. To raise funds to buy building 
materials she is collecting bottles and cans.  

If you have any bottles or cans you  
would like to donate please contact  

Robin Climo at 745-8373 or  
email spatzboy@msn.com 
😊Thank you for your support! 

 


