
 
 
 

“And they set out…” 
(Luke 1:39; Luke 2:3-5; Luke 2:16; Matthew 2:1; Matthew 2:21) 
 

The theme of Advent worship this year is ADVENT ADVENTURE.  
Adventure runs throughout the beginning of the Gospel 

stories. Mary summoned up her courage and set out to see her 
relative Elizabeth. Mary and Joseph gathered resources together 
and made a long trek to Bethlehem. The shepherds were overcome, 
but they decided to be daring and go see if prophecy could come to 
life. The Magi set out from a far land following a star. Joseph and 
Mary with the little one had to get up and go to a new place in a hurry, 
fleeing for their lives.  

Get up, get ready, now go! What is uncertain will fall to the 
side, compared to the experience of whatever happens next. 
 Adventure is how the Gospel starts. 
 When adventuring, the feeling of thrill goes up with the body’s 
cortisol levels, excitement reaching new heights even beyond levels 
of exertion.  

Don’t we all need a little adventure? 
No. No, no we don’t. In 2020 perhaps we’ve had a little too 

much of that lymphatic chemistry! This year our collective nerves 
fired about every day doped up with panicky information from Covid-
19, extremist politics, and sense of threat. We don’t know what’s 
coming and it’s all very alarming. 
 But also, when adventuring, the quality of eyes-wide-open 
goes with a sense of assuredness and calm when scanning the 
horizon. It is almost as if – fully expecting that anything could happen 
– we are alert to see the amazing and beautiful things that happen, 
when they do! The stranger we met, who became our angel. That 
wrong turn we took, that led us somewhere spectacular. That 
stunning rainstorm, even though it wet our sleeping bags, provided a 
good story. 
 Adventure provides that paradoxical sense of anticipating the 
best, while preparing for the worst, striving for the peak, while 
grinding through the valleys, and overall not knowing what’s coming, 
while meeting the present moment joyfully.  

Maybe a sense of adventure is what we need after all, to join 
the Spirit in her work in our times. 

 
CUF is counting down the days to Christmas Eve. Blessings on your 
weeks and days in preparation! 

 
Pastor Malcolm and Pastor Mariah 
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Around the CUF Community 
 

 

 

 
 

On Thanksgiving Day, volunteers from the Wilson 
Center took over the CUF Vestry and kitchen to cook 
and distribute over 80 take-out meals!  
The dinners were given away for free to anyone in the 
community who needed or wanted one. On behalf of 
the whole Wilson Center community, Director Sonja 
Birthisel wants to pass on a hearty “Thank You” to 
CUF! Being able to do food preparation in the church 
Vestry and kitchen allowed the volunteer crew to 
social distance appropriately and maintain high food 
safety standards while preparing these wonderful 
meals. 
 
 

 

 

The small Christmas tree from the Gathering Place is 
in the Sanctuary this year. It looks very pretty with the 
gold and silver glass ornaments and you can see its 
twinkling lights when you drive by the church in the 
evening. Mariah sits in the chair next to it when she 
reads her weekly Advent devotions for you (see 
below). Things look a bit different this year...but with a 
beautiful outside tree that is decorated by all of you 
and a small inside tree everything looks quite festive! 
 

 

Sunday Evening Family Devotions 

 
 

Gather the family around your favorite device...Tune 
in. Light a candle. Pastor Mariah hosts a 9-minute 
weekly reflection podcast. Good for watching or 
listening as you make your CUF Christmas tree 
ornaments. The link is posted weekly on the church 
website and on Facebook after 3 pm.  

Feel free to share with friends!
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News from our Children and Youth Programs 
Surprise Advent Calendars! 

 

Thanks to the creativity of Erin Ellis, the CUF children and youth launched a surprise Advent 
Calendar project last month.  12 beautiful hanging advent calendars were assembled and delivered 
to some very lucky adults in the congregation!  
 

   
 

We wish we could have made an advent calendar for every single one of you!!  You are all much 
loved and missed!    
We hope you will join us in the virtual version of these same advent calendars which you can find 
posted daily on the CUF connections Facebook page.  You can also email Erin Ellis to sign up to get 
the advent calendar sent to you in a daily email format: tutumagoo@gmail.com 
To see more photos of this project go to https://cuf.smugmug.com/ or to the CUF connections 
Facebook page. 
A huge thank you to Erin and to all the CUF children, youth and families who participated in this 
project!! 
 

          Family Nativity Gathering on Christmas Eve! 
 

On December 24th between 4 and 5 pm, families are invited to come in 
small groups to the CUF front yard to enjoy a cup of hot chocolate, listen 
through an open window to Laura's amazing organ playing, hear a blessing 
by Mariah and participate in the first ever CUF shadow-box Nativity.  A 
shadow box Nativity is one that projects on a wall or screen. Our Nativity will 
be projected onto a white wall in the front church yard and will include only 

Mary, Joseph and the Baby Jesus at its start. We are asking each child or youth to bring a cardboard 
or foam-board cut-out that represents themselves to be added to the projected Nativity.  All types of 
cut-outs are welcome!  Feeling like a camel this year?  Or more like a hippo?  Feeling like a 
shepherd? Or more like a Yoda?  The only important thing is that you bring your true self and 
a heart full of love to the manger.  
 

Families will be assigned a 15-minute time-slot in which to attend and in case of storm (rain or 
snow!)  we will move the event to Dec 23rd or Dec 25th.  Cut-outs should be no bigger than 12 or 
14" square (and smaller is fine).  Watch your email and the CUF website for details. 
 

A huge thank you to John Hackney for setting up the shadow box, to Laura Artesani for the organ 
music and to the Cousineau family for preparing the hot chocolate!  
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Advent and Christmas Eve! 

 

We may be remote this Advent and Christmas season,  
but we are definitely together and spiritually creative! 

 

Sunday Advent worship 
Each Sunday a different family is lighting an Advent candle from home as Pastors Malcolm and 
Mariah light the candle in the sanctuary and we all light our own candles in our own homes.  Worship 
becomes even more meaningful as Fran Vogt sings an antiphon to accompany our prayer time.  
 

And then comes Christmas Eve! Since there’s plenty of space on Zoom, we can all be together — 
children, parents, grandparents, friends, family, neighbors — combining our usual two services into 
one worship service this year.  At 6:00 pm, the town of Orono is inviting everyone to go outside and 
ring a bell for two minutes.  We encourage all of you to join in that custom and invite neighbors to 
participate as well.  CUF will ring our church bell in celebration at 6:00 pm, and then we will begin 
Christmas Eve worship on Zoom.  To combine both our usual pageant and our lessons and carols 
service, be ready to travel (virtually) to different homes as we read and re-enact the Christmas story 
and sing carols with the joy, wonder, and hope we find in the birth of the Christ child and in the 
strength and comfort of being together. The service itself will go from 6:15-7:15 pm, followed by a 
Zoom reception afterward for all who wish to spend time greeting each other. 
 

 Join by clicking here on Christmas Eve between 6:00- 6:15 pm. 
 

Sunday, December 27 
 

Last year’s Hymn-Sing Sunday was so successful, we hope to do it again — this year including your 
favorite Christmas carols and songs.  Stay tuned :-) for more information, but be thinking of your 
favorite hymns and lesser-known Christmas carols.  We won’t be able to include every single choice, 
but please enjoy the process of thinking (and maybe humming) through your favorite repertoire! 
 

 
Poinsettias 
If you wish to provide a poinsettia for the church this holiday season, 
in memory, honor, or celebration of someone, please call the church office  
at 866-3655 by Tuesday, December 15th to place your order.  

The flowers are $15 each. 
 

Donating Stocks to CUF 
Did you know that instead of selling stocks and then sending cash to CUF to make a one-time 
donation (or fulfill a pledge), you can donate the stocks directly to CUF? There can be tax advantages 
to this including not having to pay capital gains when you sell the stock and meeting annual 
withdrawal requirements from retirement funds for tax purposes (NB we are not tax consultants – 
please check with your financial or tax adviser to confirm that these benefits apply to your situation). 
If you are interested in donating stocks to CUF as you wrap up your pledge year or analyze your 
2020 tax situation, please contact Brian McGill (mail@brianmcgill.org). He can provide you with a 
form to fill out with your bank or financial adviser that will send your stocks straight into the CUF 
investment account. We will then sell the stock and invest it in our standard investment portfolio mix.  
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             Betty Carr’s  

           Memorial Service 
             was beautiful.  

If you could not watch it “live” here is the link 
to the recording: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8EV9lHYmJ4 
 

 
 

Monday Book Group on Zoom 
All welcome! 

 

December 7 at 7:00 pm 
Water Dancer 

by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
Host: Judy Kuhns-Hastings 

 

January 4 at 7:00 pm 
Tales of the City 

by Armistead Maupin 
Host: Mary Lee McIntosh 

 
 
 

Hannaford Grocery Card Fundraiser 
 

$100 Hannaford Grocery Cards 
available soon! 

Call the CUF office at 866-3655 to 
order! 

 

 
 

     Gifts for Orono Commons 
 

                  The response this year has been 
                   phenomenal!   Thanks to YOU and 
                   the Girl Scouts 35 residents will 
                   open gifts on Christmas morning. 
I will deliver the packages to the Commons 
Friday afternoon, December 18.  If you can’t 
bring your gifts to CUF on Mondays or 
Wednesdays between 9 and 2 pm by this date 
just call and we'll make other arrangements. 
Thank you for your generosity.  I feel proud to 
be part of this caring Church!  

Judy Whitney Phone: 943-0974 
 

 

   

 

Advent Ornament Making 
 

Ornaments have begun showing up on the tree 
outside CUF. It's so exciting to see a new one 
each time you walk by the church!  There's still 
space for LOTS more though, so please keep 
the ornaments coming. Thanks to everyone 
who has been participating so far! 
 

 

 
 

Not everybody knows about the CUF Connection 
Facebook page. If you are on Facebook (not 
necessary) and would like to join this group that 
just allows CUFers to connect—here is the link 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/634128994088259  

Erin Ellis will approve your request to join the 
group. 
 
 

Please start all your Amazon shopping 
sessions at http://smile.amazon.com 
and select the Church of Universal 
Fellowship as your charity 
 
 

 

CUF Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

Every other Tuesday at 5:30 pm  
Next meeting December 8th 

Join Zoom here. 
Bring needles, crochet hooks, and soft yarn!  

We make prayer shawls for people in need of 
comfort and have fun at the same time! 

More info? Call Steffi at 866-3655  
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Native American Picture Books for Children: Help us Diversify the CUF Library! 
 

As part of our discussions in the elementary class about land 
acknowledgements, reparations and other issues of justice, the kids 
and I decided to take a look at the CUF children's library. We 
discovered that although we have books from many different cultural 
groups, we have hardly any picture books written by Native American 
authors. So we decided to ask the congregation if any of you would like 
to purchase us a book for Christmas.   

If so, here is a list of some books we would like to receive: 
(Starred books are especially high priorities). 

 

*Kunu’s Basket by Lee DeCora Francis 
*Many Hands by Angeli Perrow 

*Star People by S.D. Nelson 
*Caribou Song by Tomson Highway 

*We Sang You Home by Richard Van Camp and Julie Flett 
*When We Were Alone by David Robertson and Julie Flett 

*The Hunter’s Promise: An Abenaki Tale 
Greet the Dawn: The Lakota Way by S.D. Nelson 

We are Grateful by Traci Sorrell 
You Hold Me Up by Monique Gray Smith 
Fall in Line, Holden by Daniel Vandever 
The Water Walker by Joane Robertson 

Young Water Protectors by Aslan and Kelly Tudor 
Good Morning World by Paul Windsor 
Dragonfly Kites by Tomson Highway 

 

You can find details about all of these books easily online.  If there is a particular one you would like 
to purchase, please email Sarah ahead of time to be sure we don't get the same book gifted to us 
twice!  If you'd simply like to make a monetary donation you can send a check to the CUF office with 
"Native American Picture Books” written on the memo line (most of the books cost about $20 
each).  Thank you in advance for your generosity!! 
 

 

Interested in Ordering some Tamales or Mexican Sweet Breads for Christmas? 
 

One of our local WIN-Bangor families makes delicious tamales and Mexican 
sweet breads. During non-COVID days, they provide these goods to local 
restaurants, but now they have time for private orders.  
They prepare three different kinds of Mexican sweet breads: 
empanadas  ('turnovers' filled with sweet cream) and two other breads, all for 
$1.50 a piece.  Tamales cost $2 a piece. This is a great chance to support a local 
business and experience a taste of sunny Mexico here in Maine!   
 

The minimum order for sweetbreads is 2 dozen and for tamales 3 dozen, so my 
idea was to combine orders with any other CUF families who were interested, since I don't think my household 
can eat that many tamales and sweetbreads ourselves, no matter how much Eli and Jasper might like to 
try!   If you'd like to join in the order, which would be delivered to your house on the evening of Sunday Dec 
20th, email Sarah at smarxmcgill@gmail.com or phone her at 520.271.9823.   

 

If you want more than 2 or 3 dozen yourself you can call Dina directly at 602.489.8630 
¡Feliz Navidad! 
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HELLO!  My name is Camille.  I use she/her pronouns. 

 

 
 

 

I belong to the Church of Universal Fellowship, 82 Main St, Orono. They have a custom for Nativity figures 
and animals to travel to the manger in Bethlehem in time for Christmas Eve. We camels join them by Epiphany! 
This year my journey is taking me far and wide around the CUF community. 
 

You can: 
- Help decorate me for Christmas 

- Take pictures and share with your FB friends through CUF Connections 
- Help transport me to my next destination! 

 

There is a household waiting for me in a neighborhood not far from you. Please contact Connie Carter to find 
out when and where I will travel next: 207-576-8000. 
 

Pleased to meet you! And Merry Christmas! 

 

Camille the Clever Camel, 
created by Matt Powers 2020 


